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Times have changed—so has Mutiplex, 
from a furnace foundry in 1905 to a modern 
well-equipped fabrication plant. 

Along with the change in physical assets, 
so has our business. We now build high pro- 
duction, fully automatic block machines, lead- 
ers in their field. This is a long way from the 
hand stripper which was and still is the start- 
ing equipment for many operators who now 
own and operate Multico two or three block 
per cycle machines. 

We have made large strides in diversify-. 
ing our sales so that we may continue to give 
our people full time employment at all times, 
which is so necessary to our neighbors, bus- 
iness associates and stockholders. — 


| WE MANUFACTURE: 


i Concrete Block Machines of all types, in- 
‘ cluding complete. plant installations. 


Mixers from 3 to 600. ‘cu. ft. for foundries, 
block plants, food, chemicals and many 
single purpose mixers. 


Foundry Equipment including cupola sup- 
pressors, conveying equipment, hop- 
‘pers, etc. ae 


Steel Fabrication from 20 guage to %” 
plate, including weldments, shearing 
and forming. 


| MULTIPLEX ‘MACHINERY CORPORATION 
ELMORE, OHIO 


LAWRENCE J. HOLZMAN 
PRESIDENT AND MANAGER © 


FRANK MUENZER, VICE PRESIDENT | ‘NELSON JOHNSON, ‘SECRETARY : 


We need welders and assemblers. If you want steady employment with a 
company whose management is progressive and has definite plans for 
future expansion, come over and see us. 


1501'790 
Damschroder’s Store 


General Dry Goods and Notions : 


118 E. Rice St. Elmore, Ohio | 
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Grocery Meats 
CUSTOM SLAUGHTERING .. . HOME FREEZER PROCESS:NG 


126 E. Rice Street 


WALTER TANK—PROP. 


Lh the forthcoming pages the reader 
wil find not a fantastic tale or fiction 
story, but rather a simple account of 
- true events related as accurately as pos- 
sible from available records. The past of 
Elmore can not be told in any one story. 
‘Each pericd and it’s struggles, each 
family and its problems, is a story of 
its own. Unfortunately most of these 
stories are covered beneath the dust of 
| time and are no longer available to us. 
- Within are the meager details of the 
- courageous pioneers who chose to make 
their homes in the great Black Swamp 
and what is known of their deprivations 
a-d sufferings in coming into this des- 
- olute country. 

_ In searching for the reference neces- 
sary in compiling this manuscript it is 
noted that our early founders for the 
most part, failed to record and properly 
preserve records of their activities. We 
today are making history of tomorrow 
and may well learn from this that we 
should write our biographies and at- 
tempt to keep accounts of our daily life 
as we know it for our future generations. 
We should do this not as a gesture but as 
our duty. 

Two of the most interesting and ac- 
curate sources are an autobiography by 
Reuben Rice found in the Toledo Public 


foreword... 


Library, and an account book of Ezekiel 
Kice dating back to 1818. The latter is 
in the possession of Mrs. Margaret 
Rymers. 

Although this writing may not be per- 
fect it is probably closer to the true 
version, not because of the writer, but 
due to the wonderful cooperation of his- 
tory lovers and citizens eager to assist in 
bringing forth the account of by-gone 
days. This manuscript represents a sum- 
mary of the work of nearly everyone who 
at one time or another made an effort 
to record the events in Elmore’s past. 

Space does not permit personal thanks 
to all who cooperated in the making of 
this book. The writer extends humble 
thanks to everyone for their contribut- 
ion, large and small. Elmore is indebted 
to the following for having the foresight 
to record much of the early history, 
which without their efforts to preserve 
our past very little would be known 
today. Mrs. Nellie Linker, Mrs. Margaret 
Rymers, Bert Foster, Rev. Earl Bull, 
Mrs. Mary Guthrie, Miss Satira Biggs, 
Neil Shaenfield:and Mrs. George Gehring. 
Thanks also to the many libraries, mus- 
eums, newspapers, old photo contrib- 
utors, and local advertisers who made 
this book a reality. 

Newell P. Witte 
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Neeb Motor Sales 
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Elmore, O. 
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ELMORE YESTERDAY 


TAs long as man continues to exist on 
the face of the Earth he will be inter- 
_ ested in who his predecessors were and 
what their ways of life were. The citi- 
zens of Elmore pause now to look back 
into the community’s past on this 100th 
_ anniversary of the platting of the town. 
_ The history of Elmore is not written in 
_ any great history book, nevertheless it 
is of great interest to those who reside 
- here today. 
The history of Elmore begins long 
' before its platting in 1851 and does not 
confine itself to the corporation limits 
: known today. Therefore, the area con- 
sisting for the most part of Harris Town- 
ship and immediate area will be studied. 
The question arises, who was the first 
man to dwell in the above area? Man of 
some form lived in the area occupied 
now by the State of Ohio many thous- 
ands of years ago. Very little is known 
of him as his remains lie buried deep 
beneath our limestone rock layer. If this 
‘man did exist near Elmore he certainly 
did not know the land as it exists today. 
There IS evidence of an unusual per- 
iod occuring over 20,000 years ago, 
known as the Glacial Period. Giant walls 
of ice, estimated at 11,000 feet high, slid 
down from the North, leveling off the 
land which probably was hilly as that 
found in the Southeastern part of Ohio 
today. It formed the basin of Lake Erie, 
and carried rich soil and granite bould- 
ers from Canada. All the rock found in 
this area other than limestone are of 
Canadian origin. These were rounded 
from rolling with. the mass of ice as it 
moved southward. 


As mysteriously as they appeared the 
glaciers melted and retreated, the entire 
transaction requiring many years to 
complete. Thus was born the great 
“Black Swamp”? from the surplus water 
of the melting glaciers. Elmore’s location 
being in the heart of the swamp was an 
important factor in the retarded settling 
of the area. Lake Erie was known to 
have had many levels, some of which 
covered our present site. Eventually the 
great lakes found a drainage in the St. 
Lawrence and receded. 

Next in line of man was the mound 
builder. His mounds were never estab- 
lished at Elmore proper, although his 
work is observed at nearby Fremont and 
Catawba Island. It is very probable that 
he journeyed through our land, which 
due to the general marshiness was un- 
suitable for the construction of dwelling 
units. 

The American Indian is the FIRST 
known inhabitant, migrating here from 
Canada to seek refuge from enemy 
tribes, and also to take advantage of the 
plentiful wildlife. They traveled the 
banks of the Portage in search of deer, 
fish and other game, taking these only 
as needed for immediate eating. Their 
methods were crude and progress was 
slight from generation to generation. Al- 
though they suffered greatly for want of 
food during winters when crusty snows 
made hunting impossible, they failed to 
learn to prepare for that condition the 
next winter. The Ottawa tribe made the 
Portage valley their hunting ground 
and contrary to popular belief were 
quite friendly. There is no account of 
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FROZEN FOOD LOCKERS 
SERVICE STATION 
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local difficulty with the Indian other 
chan minor individual cases. 

The Indian traveled by canoe for the 
most part and when he traveled by land 
it was confined to the high banks of the 
streams, the land elsewhere being too 
swampy and impassable most of the 
_ year. It is almost impossible to imagine 


— 


fm this area as the first white found it. 


Mosquitoes and flies swarmed in the 


'| marshy land ang huge trees of many 


. varieties thrived in, the knee deep water. 
~ So dense was the forest that sunlight 
rarely shown upon the surface of the 
earth. 

Who the first white was to visit our 
present site will never be answerd with 
accuracy, and historians have never 
bothered to attempt an answer for any 
local area in this section. However, 
Champlain’s map of 1632 indicates 
knowledge of the rivers on the south 
shore of Lake Erie. It is possible that 
~ some of his explorers may have traveled 

up the Portage this far for surveying 
purposes. Their intentions were to 
prime the way for trade and establish- 
ing good relations with the redmen. The 
same possibility holds true for LaSalle in 
‘the middle 1600’s. 

An early French route between Det- 
roit and Pittsburg crossed the Portage 
E-ver at one of the convenient fording 
points below Woodville. The rapids at 
Elmore was one of the better fording 
locations and possibly could have been 
the one used by these French soldiers. 
Old accounts have proven very meager 
| and indefinite and it can only be assum- 
| ed that these things really existed. 
General Harrison’s soldiers were re- 
- ported to have used a trail along the 
west Portage bank in the War of 1812. 
This probably was an auxiliary route be- 
tween Fort Stephensen and Fort Meigs. 
This route may have also been used 
when after the securing of Fort Meigs 
the army was moved to the mouth of 
the Portage in preparation for the in- 
vasion, of Canada. There once existed a 
mound works on the edge of the Rymers 

cemetery and the Boothman property of 
which the remains were pointed out to 
Mrs. Margaret Rymers when she first 
settled here, as an “emplacement” built 


by Harrison’s soldiers. Dr. Randolph C. - 
Downs of Toledo offers a possible ex- 
planation that the site might have been 
a transfer point, where supplies were 
transferred from one group to another. 
When the road and electric line were 
buiit the mound works were destroyed. 
This does, however, offer the possibility 
that Elmore may have played a very 
minor part in the campaign of General 
Harrison. 

The first KNOWN white man to build 
a log cabin at what is now Elmore was 
Joseph Harris, after whom Harris Town- 
ship was named. Harris traveled to the 
bank of the Portage in 1818 to live and 
trade among the Ottawa Indians. His 
cabin was erected a short distance to- 
ward the river from the present location 
of the Wm. Sampson residence at the 
southeast corner of the concrete bridge. 
Mr. Harris died in 1820 and was buried 
near the site of the Almroth Black plant. 
How he died, his family if any, and who 
buried him are questions that will no 
doubt remain unanswered forever. Noth- 
ing more is known of this hardy pioneer 
who braved the dangers and diseases of 
the great Black Swamp to settle and 
eventually die. Such was the lot of many 
settlers to follow, healthy strong men 
who tackled the challenge of the swamp 
with determination, only to weaken with 
the ever present diseases. 

John Fletcher in 1820 came to the 
Portage and presumably built a log 
cabin near the Harris dwelling. Accounts 
are nt precise enough to determine 


whether he arrived before Harris died 


or after. At the same time or shortly 
after his brother-in-law, John Rosman, 
took up residence in Mr. Harris’ cabin. 
They made no purchase of land at this 
time and lived as transients. As stated 
here-to-fore the rapids at the present 
river bridge were a fording spot and 
without a doubt the chief reason for 
the early settling at that location. 

In the summer of 1823 Ezekiel Rice, 
his brother Reuben (for whom Rice 
street in: Elmore is named) and Bennet 
V. Havens traveled from near Columbus 
northward in search of the promised 
lands. At the land office in Delaware 
they obtained maps of the new purchase, 
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The Norwalk Truck Line Co. 


“Serving the Mid West” 
Norwalk, Ohio 
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Dunmyer Dairy Max Reynolds 
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LINDSEY, O. 
208 TOLEDO STREET 


ELMORE, O. 
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ys this area was ; then called, and were 
advised by the Receiver, Mr. Howard, 
fo proceed to the mouth of the Portage. 
Here they would find a ferry and after 
cl ossing this river to then follow the 
west bank upstream about eighteen 
miles and they would find suitable land. 
Following the instructions they traveled 
to the mouth of the Portage and were 
ferried across in a canoe, the horses 
swimming at the side. The ferry was op- 
erated by a Mr. Renolds (or Runnolds). 
From this point they commenced up the 
bank of the river following an old trail, 
which maintained a rather straight 
course while the river “meandered 
around,” and only occasionally gave a 
glimpse of the stream. The men were 
greatly disgusted with the low state of 
the river and upon reaching the crossing 
(rapids) at what is now Elmore, made 
their way back to Lower Sandusky (Fre- 
1 Bont. 


The group then traveled to the area 
‘on the shore of Sandusky Bay known as 
“plaster bed” (near Port Clinton) with 
‘the expectations of purchasing land 
there. After making selections they re- 
turned to the land office only to discover 
‘the land already purchased. Ezekiel 
Rice and Horatio Havens then returned 
‘to the Elmore crossing and proceeded 
down the river to the mouth of Sugar 
Creek, where they were told a mill seat 
existed. Failing to locate such they re- 
eros to Lower Sandusky with the full 
‘intentions of returning to Columbus the 
~ext day. 
-- While sitting in a bar room at Lower 
Sandusky the evening prior to their in- 
tended return trip to Columbus they en- 
gaged in conversation with a hunter and 
trapper who gave such a glowing ac- 
count of the Portage River country that 
they were induced to return to the 
Portage the next morning. Arriving at 
the crossing at now Elmore they gazed 
over the bottom land along the river 
ang thought they had never seen any- 
thing equal. Quoting from Reuben Rice’s 
account: “What a change had been 
wrought, not in the land, but in their 
minds.” And so fate of Elmore’s settling 
at that date was indebted to the wag: 
gling tongue of the old trapper. 
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Ezekiel Rice 


They immediately set out to select 
land, Ezekiel Rice purchasing what is 
now the Howard James farm, Reuben 
Rice the Winkler farm on Route 105 
and Horatio Havens the Clarence Ernst- 
hausen farm. Horatio never settled on 
the land as it became the property of 
his brother, Bennet V. Havens. Horatio 
apparently returned to Delaware where 
he operated a mill and never settled on 
the Portage. The Rosmans made select- 
ions about this time, that being called 
the first choice on, the river, the Robert 
Rymers farm now. John Fletcher also 
purchased land, presumably the Smith 
farm, one mile up the river. 

Borrowing a canoe from the Rosmans, 
Ezekiel Rice and B. V. Havens paddled 
down the river to what is described as 

“big bend?’, while Reuben led the 
horses down the east bank. Opposite the 
point formed by this bend (probably op- 
posite the James Farm on Deetz’s land) 
the trio selected a camp site where they 
constructed a temporary shelter of grass 
and sticks. In the bottom land across 
the river they commenced cutting the 
“rough” grass for winter feeding of the 
livestock in view of their anticipated 
return to settle there that winter. The 
canoe was used to travel between the 
camp and work. 
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Ose _day while working in the field 
3 ~ they looked up to observe their camp in 
flames. Crossing quickly in the canoe 
they discovered the fire which they had 
buiit to drive the mosquitoes aad flies 
from the horses had spread to their 
camp structure and all their possessions 
within were lost. More trouble followed 
when a few days later they returned at 
noon to discover their horses g:ne. Fol- 
lowing their tracks they were located 
near the Sandusky River, after which 
they were forced to return to camp in 
darkness. In their hasty departure they 
neglected to take their ‘flint and steel” 
alcng with which to start a fire. It was 
considered highly impractical to spend 
a night in the wilderness without a fire. 
When sufficient hay was gathered they 
ieiurned to near Columbus to prepare 
the moving of the families to the “prom. 
ise land.” 

‘With two wagz2ns in Fe bruary, 1824, 
the three families started their long 
journey, requiring several days on ac. 
count of the slow pace of the livestock. 
Lower Sandusky was reached without 
incident and there a halt was declared 
to await a layer cf snow on the ice cov- 
ered swamp. The oxen were not shod 
and it was thought hazardous to attempt 
driving the teams acros* the bare ice. 
The snow did not arrive however and in 
its place came rain. Fearing a break-up 
of the ice it was decided to start for the 
Portage. 

The first night was spent with Rev. 
-. Jacob Baulus (Bowles) on the Muscel- 
ongee. After leaving this poi t tie group 
entered the wilderness. At Liat Cuddy) 
Creek high waters necessitated the 
building of a log bridge on which the 
wagons were svid across, the animals 
swimmizg. On the fifth day the band ot 
pioneers arrived on the banks of the 
Portage, the women seeing their’ new 
homes for the first time. A notation 
found in Ezekiel Rice’s account book 
reads “Feb. 21st 1824, Arrived at Port- 
age River pleased.” 

Their hopes weere high as thy look- 
ed upon the fertile soil, little requiizing 
at that time the events ahead that would 
bring sickness and death to each ‘cg 
cabiz. Before any great progress could 


Reuben Rice 


be made in clearing the land and build- 
ing cabins, it was realized that addition- 
al supplies wuld be needeed. A trip 
was then planned to Lower Sandusky, 
where part of the settlers’ goods had 
been stored. Borrowing a boat belonging 
to Mrs. Rosman a group composed of 
John Fletcher, “Old” Mr. Rosman, John 
Rosman, Reuben Rice and Bennet V. 
Havens, started down the Portage. Upon 
arriving at the mouth of the river they 
took aboard a Mr. Reynolds who lived 
at that site. The six men then headed 
their craft into the lake, but due to ad- 
verse winds a landing was made near 
the start of the Catawba peninsula and 
all but enough to man the boat went 
ashore. The boat was then sailed arond 
the peninsula to the two harbors where 
they met the remainder who had walk- 
ed across the land. The boat was again 
loaded with the full group and the voy- 
age was resumed. On, entering Sandusky 
Bay the wind and current caused them 
to have fear of being blown out into the 
lake and the craft was therefore beached 
at Cedar Point. Here they remained 
overnight and as it was cold (probably 
March) they were compedled to take 
shifts with one may staying awake to 
keep a fire going. Arising the next morn- 
ing they sailed to Sandusky City where 
the Rosmans and Reynolds parted com- 
pany. The remaining group journeyed 
up the Sandusky River to Fremont 
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where the suppies were loaded aboard. 
Completing business transactions they 
started on the trip home. At Sandusky 
Bay sudden squalls made a safe trip 
aruuiud the peninsula with a loaded boat 
| questionable. They found at the head of 
fhe Bay they could by crossing. a mile 
and a half of iand get into the Portage 
‘River, thereby eliminating the danger- 
ous trip around the rocky peninsula. 
Tney went to Plaster Bed and inquired 
of some men if horses were available. 
Hi.py was promised for Sunday, but after 
scns:derable waiting and no help, they 
unloaded the boat and pulled it ashore. 
Cutti:g slippery elm poles and laying 
“them ahead of the boat a few rods they 
| were abie to slide the boat a short dis- 
tance, repeating the procedure each 
time. 


Although this was a slow process 


they were abie to “sail” their boat over 
the mile and a half of dry land with 
imo varutive safety. Loading again at 
‘probably the Little Portage River they 
‘soon headed into the waters of the 
Ports age and returnred to Elmore wacre 
‘anxious loved ones were awaiting, not 
only for the men themselves, but also 
Mir the much needed supplies. In the 
‘men’s absence the women subsided on 
‘greens after the original supplies were 
‘exhausted, as Mrs. Rosman with whom 
‘the women lodged refused to expend 
her supplies on the women, fearing the 
‘men might never return. The trip con- 
sumed seventeen days. 
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Soon each family was busy clearing 
their land for the crops which would 
“man their survival through the coming 
‘winter. In some cases corn was planted 
‘in the soft bottom land without plowing 
the ground. The settlers helped one an- 
other to erect cabins about 14 x 16 feet 
until each family had a home of their 
own. The crops were planted, grew, and 
‘the outlook was rosy. The hogs also 
found the ec:rn had grown and made 
their way to feast upon it. The discovery 


| was made after much of the corn had — 


been destroyed and the pokers were 
routed out. Even this did not prove 
profitable for in the fracus the hogs 
ran into the wilderness and did not re- 


turn. With the entire group’s meat sup- 
ply at stake an extensive search was 
ecnducted to no avail. The settlers en- 
dured that winter without the taste of 
meat, except on a very few rare oc- 
casions, one being when an opposum 
was killed. Therefore the diet consisted 
2ntirely of corn bread and water. 

By the close of 1824 three more fam- 
ilies came to the Portage, these being 
Israel Harrington, James Boggs and John 
Luckey, who arrived Dec. 24, 1824. It 
was a great satisfaction to see the num- 
ber of log cabins increase in the lonely 
wilderness. The whites were outnum- 
bered ten to one by the Indians, who re. 
mained quite friendly as a rule. In some 
cases, however, Indians entered cabins 
and squatted by the fireside, refusing to 
leave until given food and drink, where- 
on they would depart. The six families 
became quite close and shared their 
burdens and hardships encountered in 
the settling of a new country. The near- 
est mill was at Lower Sandusky for many 
years and upon needing corn ground, 
the men would make a trip together, 
having sufficient meal ground for all the 
families at one time. 

In the spring of 1825 news came from 
the lower part of the settlement that the 
long lost hogs had returned, fat from 
feeding on acorns and other nuts. Im- 
mediately the settlers gathered together 
and ate their fill of mat, rejoicing the 
fact that once more they would have a 
meat supply. 


John McBeth, Benjamin Kimball and 
Ssmuel Manahan added their names to 
the ranks and now a certain settlement 
was under way. Harris township was 
formed aid on March 18th, 1825 the 
first election was held in the home of 
“srael Harrington. The following officers 
were elected: Ezekiel Rice, Justice of 
the Peace and clerk; Israel Harrington, 
Reuben Rice and Bennet V. Havens, 
trustees. At this time Harris township 
was a part of Sandusky County, and the 
settlers traveled to Fremont to vote. 


One of the first tragedies struck dur- 
i-g this vear when Roxann1, wife of 
Reuben Rice, died Dec. 17, 1825 after 
giving birth to a daughter, due to im- 
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m) proper medical care. Tne nearest doctor 
l) was at Fremont. The young wife was taid 
ito rest in the Rymers cemetery. As not 
"one piece of lumber was available tne 
coffin was formed from logs. James 
i) Boggs used the sides of his wagon box 
to form the top and boicom of tae crude 
jj casket. Today the grave is unmarked 
and the iocation unknown. 


Shortly after the death of Roxanna, 
her sister Lucinda, wife of Ezekiel Rice, 
died. The tombstone in the Rymers 
vemetery gives the date of death as 
August, 1824. This is believed to be in 
err:r as the monument was erected 
years later after the death of Ezekiel by 
j| his second wife. As no birth and death 
records were recorded in those days tue 
error can be explained. Soon after the 
‘death of Lucinda, Mrs. Havens died and 
so the female heads of the three fam. 
H| ilies had died, never living to see the 
j| fruit of their pioneering of the ‘promise 
land.” Nearly all the pioneers were 
'y.chen with fever and ague after arriv- 
ing in the Black Swamp and it seems 
a miracle that even one survived the 
diseases familiar to the area. 


_ The early settler obtained his drink- 
‘ing water ‘from the many springs that 
|| bubbled along the banks of the river. 
'Tiang the ground later cut off veins of 
‘water feeding these, and the springs 
eventually disappeared. Although mosi 
‘of the settlers had seen better times 
and in coming into the Black Swamp 
‘suffered many deprivations, they were 
‘determined to stay. Each individual's 
‘stubborn refusal to leave and the hope 
that one day this would be a fit place 
to live would make an interesting story. 


There were, however, some brighter 
moments in the lives of the early set: 
tlrs. Probably the greatest civic affairs 
were the house “raisings.” When a new 
settler arrived he would first choose his 
site for his home on his new purchase. 
He then selected tall trees of the proper 
‘size and felled them with his ax. On the 
day of the raising the neighbors came 
and divided into groups, some directing 
the corners so as to keep the dwelling 
straight, the remainder chopping and 
-hewing the logs. For this assistance pay 


was never given or expected, but the 
hew arrival was expected to have plenty 
of corn whiskey on hand. 


As the logs were roiled up rounu 
upo.1 round and notched, lighter logs 
would be used on the higher sections. 
The roof was laid with “clapboards” 
which had been rived broad and thin, 
irom selected blocks of straight grained 
white oak blocks. If nails were available, 
and they usually were not ia the earlier 
days, the roofing was fairly simole. 
Lacking nails the successive courses of 
clapboards were held in place _ by 
“weight poles,’ which held the roof quite 
intact, but at the same time hindered 
the drainage. With this method, the 
shell of a cabin could be easily erected 
i. & Simgee day. 


A huge opening was left at one end 
for the fireplace and the hearth of flat 
stones on clay was laid. The construct- 
ion of the chimney was an art in itself 
and at best the chimney was a fire haz- 
ard. It was built usually of sticks, lib- 
erally plastered with clay mortar. Clay 
mixed with straw was used for filling the 
cracks between the logs. Clay floors 
were common although it was more us- 
ual to lay a floor of “puncheons,” split — 
white ash smoothed and roughly fitted 
with the ax or adze. Many of the first 
cimvle cabins were supplemented with 
additions or still another building after 
a couple years. In the primitive cabins 
the logs were left round, sometimes later 
hewn flat. Windows were glazed with 
“oiled” newspapers, their only means of 
letting in light and keeping out the 
worther. Israel Harringt:n was the first 
in this area to boast glass window lights 
in his cabin. To accomplish all his con- 
struction the pioneer’s tools were few 
and simple. Usually an ax, adze and an 
auger of fair size with a heavy handle 


Ezekiel Rice, who had settled on the 
now James farm, operated the only 
store in the settlement. This trading 


post later established on the Rymers 
farm where a few years ago many coins 
and relics were dug as evidence of the 
existence of the post. In the years pre- 
ceding this move Mr. Rice apparently 
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sold or traded a small line of supplies 
to the settlers in his home. Typical ex- 
erpts from the Rice account book during 


[t this period are: Sept. 9, 1825—Samuel 
' Manahan—to one hog $3.00; June 25, 


- 1825—Mary Rosman account—to 1 gal. 
whiskey, .50; April 8th, 1824—to oxen 
% day hauling puncheon 25c. It appears 
that the early settlers had little or no 


!) money and in order to obtain supplies, 
he worked his bill out at the then stand- 


ard wage of fifty cents per day. Many 
accounts were payable the following 
year when the pioneer would pay off 
with the harvest of his crops. 


The nearest mill was at Fremont and 
often the trip was made in the manner 
mentioned earlier. With canoes the 
traveler went down the Portaye and at 
Port Clinton would carry his craft on his 
- shoulders across land to the Sandusky 
_ Bay, where he would paddle up the San- 
dusky River to Fremont. The story is 
told of John Luckey on one such trip 
being detained by rains at Fremont to 
the extent the meal he had ground 
there was mouldy by the time he reach- 


- ed Elmore. His wife, fearing he had 


_ drowned in the river, walked the banks 
in search of his body. 


Life continued in the swampy wilder- 
ness and the thud of the settlers ax rang 
through the woods as he cleared his 
land, more and more each season. There 
still was the problem of draining the 
water from the land and construction of 
roads. This was not completely solved 
for years to come. Mail was received 
about once every two weeks or so, Car- 
ried by a man on horseback. The route 
ran from Fremont to Perrysburg. One 
account tells of a mail carrier who car- 
‘ried the Elmore mail. Near the Portage 
was a hollow tree where he hid a bag 


of oats, where on each trip he would 
stop to feed and water his horse. El- 
more’s first post office was the John 
Luckey cabin. Here the mail was sorted 
on the table and placed in a pasteboard 
box. The Luckey cabin was located op- 
pcsite Elmore now and was a central 
point for the settlers. 


About 1828 a contract was let to J. 
Boggs for the building of the first school 
house. It was a one room log house loc- 
ated on the now Sonnichsen farm, near 
where the Ohio Railroad later passed. 
The total cost of the structure was 
$12.00. Wesley Harrington was the first 
feacher in this school, receiving the 
enormous wage of eight dollars per 
month. The school term was of three 
months duration and held during the 
wirter, as the boys were required to as- 
sist with the farm work the remainder 
of the year. Twelve pupils attended the 
school at first. Not all the pupils were 
small children, often men in their twen- 
ties in a search for education would at- 
tend classes. The main topics taught 
were spelling, reading, writing and 
Arithmetic. Spelling bees were a great 
source of entertainment and eagerly 


‘ looked forward to by both young and old. 


Mary Boggs, Sr. died in 1828 and was 
the first buried in the ‘‘old cemetery” on 
East Rice street. The first saw mill on the 
Portage River was built by Joseph Hall 
in 1929 about four miles down the river 
It apparently was a water powered affair 
and did ‘not operate any length of time. 
In 1829 or 1830 the first road in this 
area was built. It ran from Port Clinton 
to Findlay and some of the settlers were 


able to get employment with the con- 
tractor. This road was without a doubt 
a dirt trail which traversed the approx- 
imate route that state route 105 now 
does in the Portage River sector. So 
eager were the settlers to obtain work 
that often they hired themselves out at 
one hundred dollars per year. Some 
worked for even less. There appears in 
Ezekiel Rice’s account book the following 
contract: November 7th, 1831—Charles 
agreed to work one year for: 1 pair 
boots, 1 pair shoes, 1 pair flannel shirts, 
1 pair cotton shirts, 2 pair linen panta- 
loons, 2 pair socks, 1 cloth coat blue, 1 
pair woolen pantaloons, 1 vest, 1 Ronun 
? hat, 10 dollars cash. For these items a 
man was willing and happy to work a 
year of his life. 
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About this time George Fietcher de- 
cided to build a grist mill. He came 
from the Maumee river with a small 
“run” of stones and $1.50 in his pockets. 
The settlers immediately assisted George 
and in a few weeks had built a dam and 
10g house to house the machinery. Reu- 
pen Rice in his autobiography wrote that 
in August, 1830 he helped with the mil 
project. Before the hopper was installed 
he fed his corn by handintathe grinding 
‘stones and thus became the first to have 
‘his meal ground on the Portage River. 
Th mill was greatly appreciated by all 
the settlers as it eliminater the lengthy 
and hazardous trip to Fre mont where 
most all milling was done up to this 
time. The Fletcher mill was located a 
few rods downstream from the presext 
site of the Charles Magsig home. The 
dam was presumably built as most were 
in that era of heavy oak timbers. This 
furnished a flow of water into the race 
which turned the water wheel. The only 
_bema:ning evidence of the mil is a 
square hole chiseled in the rock river 
bed near the south bank and can be ex- 
amined during low water periods. The 
purpose of this hole is not known defin- 
ately but is assumed it served as an 
anchor point for the water wheel 
bracing. 


As the settlers were without a preach- 
er in their midst they called: upon Rev. 
Jacob Baulus of near Fremont to lead 
them in their religion. The Reverend 
obliged and held meetings in the John 
_ Luckey home and also camp meetings at 


where the Schedel Estate now stands). 
A notation in the E. Rice account book 
‘states: “March 13, 1831—Jioined the 
‘United Brethren in Christ.” The meet- 
ings were well attended and were the 
only religious services available to the 
pioneers. Irael Harrington later became 
a minister and preached to the group. 
Robert Luckey, when two years old, 
came to the Portage with his father in 
1824. He later wrote the following 


for the local newspaper concerning 
Mr. Harrington: “I cannot pass this 
good old man with only casual men- 
tion. His wise counsel and Christian 


the Israel Harrington home (located © 


character won for him the high esteem 
of all who knew him. He continued to 
preach until his failing health would no 
longer permit. In the winter of 1841 he 
had another attack of lung fever and all 
gave up hope for his recovery. He ex- 
pressed his willingness to enter that 
rest prepared for the faithful, but prayed 
that he might be restored to health as 
he wanted to preach three more ser- 
mons—one on LOVE, one on CHARITY, 
one on SLANDER. About the middle of 
May his health was better and he sent 
aprointments to the Welsh school house 
that he would preach those three dis- 
courses in succession. He did so and 
came home, and died June 3, 1841, and 
was the third of our number buried in 
the “Old Cemetery.” Through the efforts 
of Rev. Bull, now of Nashport, Ohio a 
headstone was erected for Israel Har- 
rington, and his father, Israel Harring- 
ton, Sr., who was a revolutionary war 
veteran. The father and son were buried 
side by side in the Old Cemetery, the 
father being removed from a previous 
grave and reburied here. The senior 
Harrington was stated in one account 
to have died at the age of 111 years. 


About 1831 several men were apparent- 
ly interested in building mills on the 
river. From tho Rice account book again 
the notation is found: July 19, 1831— 
Harrington began cutting timber for 
dam.” July 27, 1831: “Hall commenced 
digging for race.” Nothing can be 
found as to whether the Harrington mill 
was ever completed and the same is 
true for the Hall project. However, the 
evidence of the Joseph Hall mill race 
can, be seen today on the boundary line 
between Andrew Neipp’s farm and 
George Aver’s farm. Near the river the 
old mill race still stands nearly hidden 
with undergrowth. It runs for several 
hundred feet toward the George Avers 
bottom where it then disappears, having 
been covered over from this point. A 
Mr. Lamb purchased the land from Geo. 
Fletcher in 1832 and evidently operated 
same, as notations are made of business 
with the “Lamb Mill”. Mr. Lamb die d in 


1834. 
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Reuben and Ezekiel Rice traveled on 
jorseback to Cincinnati in 1832 with the 
ntentions of buying a printing press. 
Reuben once served as a printer in 
“olumbus.) Harris township might have 
iad its first newspaper at this date had 
i0t financial shortages prevented the 
purchase of the press. The pair departed 
from Elmore Aug. 13 and returned Sept. 
jth. Ezekiel Rice sold his farm in 1832 
fo Ezekiel Larned (now James farm) as 
he had purchased the Rymers farm. It is 
known that near the Rymers home (now) 
he operated a trading post. It was from 
this store that most of the transactions 
were made that are found in his book. 
It might be stated that by 1832 all the 
Indians had been removed from this 
section. They were transported to reser- 
vations further west in covered wagons 
drawn by oxen teams. 


The first boat of any consequence was 
built in 1834 by John Wolverton and 
launched on the North side of the Port- 
age near where the auto bridge now 
stands. The craft was built from three 
large poplar trees. One of the trees was 
used in the center and hewn out for the 
bow and stern, while the other two were 
hewn out for the part of the bottom and 
sides. The boat completed was about 
fifty-four feet long, eight feet wide and 
| [three feet deep. It was named the “John 
Marshal” and floated down the river to 
Port Clinton, where it was trimmed with 
Sails. It made weekly trips between Port 
{Clinton and Sandusky for several months. 
Capt. Wolverton sailed toward Canada 
one day and nothing was heard of him 


ior the boat afterward. 


Nicholas Wallace purchased a _ few 
acres iof land along the river near the 
Graytown, road in 1834. Here he erected 
a tannery. Nearby Robert Morse built 
the first blacksmith shop in the area and 
John Yost, a cobbler, erected a place of 
business. With a blacksmith shop, shoe 
Shop, and tannery the settlers thought 
they should form a village, so Joseph 
Wardlow named the place “Leatherport” 
in honor of Mr. Wallace, the tanner. 


About this time Mr. Hopkins plotted 


a town on the north side of the river 
one mile below the lower rapids and 
named this town Port Oleran. Joseph 
Hall laid out a town a half mile further 
down and called his town Hallville 
Joseph Morse laid his land opposite Hall- 
ville into a town and called it Moscow. 
Russell Rice and Alexander McBeth 
owned a tract of land which they laid 
out into village lots and then sold to 
Frank Walbridge and Adolphus Kraemer 
of Toledo. These gentlemen tried hard 
to make a town here and called it Hart- 
ford. Years later this became Oak Har- 
bor. As there was talk of a new county 
being formed, all these men were at- 
tempting to capture the county seat in 
their “town.” When E. H. Haines won 
the county seat on his land where Port 
Clinton now stands, all of these proposed 
towns faded away except Hartford, 
which became Oak Harbor. The new 
county was formed from parts of San- 
dusky and Erie counties in 1840 and 
named Ottawa after the Ottawa tribe of 
Indians. Ottawa is an Indian name mean- 
ing “trader.” Harris township therefore 
became a part of Ottawa County. 


The “old” Ohio Railroad started about 
1840. From Fremont it ‘headed in a 
northwesterly direction through the 
Black Swamp. To elevate the road bed 
above the water, piling was driven into 
the muck to a depth of several feet, 
leaving about four feet or so protruding 
above surface. On this roadbed was laid, 
complete except the rails which were 
never placed on the ties. It crossed the 
Portage near where the Dromgold farm 
is now east of town, the large barn that 
stands there now, represents about the 
location of the right-of-way. In the mid- 
dle of the river to the rear of the Drom- 
gold farmhouse still remains some of the 
stone abutment for the bridge. On the 
north side of the river the rail company 
purchased several acres for depot pur- 
poses and laid out a town named 
White’s Town in honor of the surveying 
engineer, George White. Dr. George 
Luckey purchased a lot and built a 
house there in 1841 and was the first 
resident physician on the Portage 
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River in Harris Township. Financial 
difficulties forced the abondoning of the 
road. However, had this railroad been 
completed there would have been no 
Elmore today, as there would have been 
ittle need for another settlement that 
close to White’s Town or Leatherport. 
Some of the local farmers were quite 
upset when the railroad started through. 
earing they would lose their livestock 
in the right-of-way they threatened to 
move where no railroad would think of 
building. It is interesting to note that 
many towns had been platted along the 
river during this period and few had 
any amount of settlement on them. El- 
more was not platted until 1851 and yet 
its nearby area contained several set- 
tlers. 


| With the “Pike” in operation between 

| Fremont and Perrysburg, many settlers 
4} began seeking land in the Black Swamp 
area. Some German imigrants arrived 
and commenced to clear the land. Hav- 
ing little or no money after the long 
voyage from the “old country’ they 
often bought their crop seeds with a 
‘promise to pay when they harvested the 
grain. 


About 1840 James Rice erected a water 
powered saw mill on the south bank 
near what is now Rosland Hall on East 
Rice St. A dam was constructed about 40 
to 50 feet west of the wagon bridge 
(concrete auto bridge now) which divert- 
ed the water into a mill race, crossing 
the foot of the Toledo Street hill. The 
William Sampson house now stands ap- 
proximately on the course of that mill 
race. It then ran to the mill and after 
serving to turn the water wheel emptied 
into the river near the old cemetery. 
This mill was destroyed by fire in the 
early fifties and rebuilt. A few years 
later it burned again. The mill race has 


faded completely from sight. 


A petition for ‘a road between Hart- 
ford (Oak Harbor) and Elmore was rec- 
eived by the county commissioners in 
1843. This is the first mention of the 
name “Elmore” in county records. All 
the events in the preceding pages of 


this account have dealt with the Elmore 
area, but it should be understood that 
until now Elmore did not actually exist. 
The location apparently was known as 
Elmore as shown by the fact the above 
mentioned petition requested a road 
from Hartford to ELMORE. It is odd 
that in all of the old accounts there is 
no mention as to how the town received 
its name. It seems to be taken for grant- 
ed that its naming is known to all. There 
are however several versions along this 
line, of which some may be somewhat 
fantastic. One of these versions is that a 
man named Moore lived here and often 
used the term “Hell” in his vocabulary. 
The Indians associated that term with 
the man, Moore, thus Hell-Moore or 
shortened to Elmore. This story is with- 
out foundation and quite far “fetched.” 


Still another theory is the town was 
named after Samuel Elmore, who sup- 
nosedly surveyed the Portage Railroad 
bridge (probably about 1850) and in 
turning in his report to the rail company 
called this the “Elmore” bridge, which 
the company used in naming the town 
This does not account for the fact the 
name Elmore was mentioned in the 
county records in 1843, probably several 
years prior to the surveying. 


One probability offered by Mrs. Mar- 
garet Rymers is that the town may be 
named after one of about four towns in 
Vermont which bear the name Elmore, 
N. Elmore, East Elmore, etc. These were 


located on an old map as being near the 
area from which the Rices and Havens 
originated. It was customary to name 
towns in Ohio after Eastern towns, but 
this version is without fact and only 43 
possibility. 


The most popular account seems ta 
be that the town was named after the 
daughter of Bennet V. Havens, whose 
name was Elmore. She is said to have 
died here at the age of sixteen. In the 
Ezekiel Rice notes there is no mention 
of the Havens daughter, but a brief ac- 
count, mentions the death of the Havens 
boy, name not given. 
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: The last iron bridge spanning the Portage at Elmore. Built in 1883 and torn down 
about 1926, replaced by the present concrete bridge. The rapids at the bridge were a 
popular fording point in the early settling days. Photo date is unknown but estimated 


at about 1900 to 1910. 


Thus it is up to the reader to select 
the version of his choice. The actual 
true story will probably never be known. 


One of the early buildings on the pre- 
sent site of Elmore and still standing is 
the Guthrie building opposite the Dolph 
Oil Company. This structure was erected 
about 1850 by Ezekiel Rice and was 
used as an inn, accomodating travelers 
passing through Elmore before the hotels 
were built. This is possibly the oldest 
building in Elmore today. In about 1850 
a wooden bridge was built across the 
Portage where our present bridge 
stands. It was described as a three span 
structure, resting on four abutments, 
made of oak timber cribbing and filled 
with stones. The sides were hewn tim. 
bers erected in an inverted “V” style, 
from which iron rods hung supporting 
the floor of the bridge. The early set- 
tlers, according to old accounts, had 
built a bridge prior to this wooden 
span. This bridge was located down 
stream farther from the site of today’s 
bridge. From the north bank the bridge 


is said to have crossed to the west end 
of a then existing island. A trail then. 
led down the island to the east end of 
the island where another span crossed 
to the south bank of the river near the 
old cemetery. The route then followed 
up a ravine near where Frank Weis’ 
residence now is. The original ravine 
has nearly disappeared, being filled with 
junk for many years. This bridge was 
probably a crude log span, or possibly 
the old Ohio Railroad structure, which 
one account speaks of the Elmore set- 
tlers carrying the structure upstream. 


In 1851, 100 years ago, Elmore was 
platted by John H. Foster on a tract of 
land purchased from William Boggst 
The original purchase was made by AI- 
meron Sands on Feb. 18, 1822, who pur- 
chased 73 acres from the United States. 
Many people owned the land after it 
had been in the Harrington family for 
several years. What did Elmore look like 
when: it was platted? A vague account 
describes it as being a field of stumps 
except where virgin wilderness stood. 


George W. Brandow 


Agency 


All Forms of Insurance — Bonds 
143 E. Rice Street 


ELMORE. OHIO 


FIRE — LIFE — AUTO INSURANCE 


Williston Woodraft 
Implement Co. 


Contractor and Builder 
FARM MACHINES Custom Built Woodwork 
International Trucks Mason 


Refrigeration — Machine Shop 
117 HURON ST. 
WILLISTON ELMORE, OHIO 


Manly Magsig - Props. - Monroe E. Thies 


L. R. Henry, Prop. 


Rice street looking Northeast in about 1835. Grass grew in the dirt street. Tower 


on the fire hall housed the fire bell. Elmore House on the right was bricked in about 
1889. Often in the spring streets were impassable for wagons. 


The railroad was completed in 1852 
and all the citizens were given a free 
ride to the Maumee River on the first 
run, riding on open cars. It was known 
as the Cleveland, Norwalk and Toledo 
Railroad, later being known as the Lake 
Shore and Michigan Southern Line. 
With an active railroad the town was a 
reality and progressed quite rapidly. For 
many years Elmore was the rail center 
for several towns in the area, such as 
Oak Harbor, and the many communities 
north of town. 

The first store in the newly platted 
town of Elmore was built in 1852 and 
stood where the John Weis home now 
is. It was operated by John Bookey and 
served as the first post office in town in 
addition to the grocery line and other 
supplies. The second (known) store was 
built at or near the present site of 
Meolman’s gas station and was operated 
by Kelly & Beach. An account book in 
the possession of Bert Foster lists the 


business transactions of the firm starting 
January, 1854. In 1853, D. M. Day clear- 
ed the land where now is the corner of 
Maple and Rice streets, and built here 
the first hotel, called the ‘Elmore 
House.” The original building was a 
frame structure and was brick veneered 
in 1889. One portion of this brick build- 
ing still stands at this writing and is 
scheduled to be torn down this fall. 
William Caldwell arrived in, Elmore in 
1853 and served as Justice of the Peace 
for twenty-eight years. He built the 
house occupied by William Sampson 
now. He was elected Probate Judge in 
1881. An “Elmore Independent,” dated 
Aug. 2, 1889, has in its columns an item 
relating a visit of one Mr. S. Parks in 


the paper’s office. The article stated that 
Mr. Parks was one of Elmore’s oldest 
residents, arriving in 1849, and was 
credited with erecting the third home 
in Elmore. 


eT gene 


Street. water wagon and sweeper in about 1905-10. Elmore House is in backgroun 


The “Town Hill” in about 1910. Note end of Rice street paving in foreground. 
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Elmore’s first school house. Photo dates before 1871 when school was abandoned. 
Located at Congress and Rice streets, southeast corner. One half served as elementary 


and other high school. 


The first school in Elmore was a dou- 
ble frame building located on the south- 
east corner of Rice and Congress streets. 
Some sources state the school was erect- 
ed in 1855. An account in the Kelly & 
Beach ledger lists supplies for the 
“school house job” in 1859. This could 
possibly be an addition to the original 
structure or the original structure itself. 
Details are lacking to confirm either. 
Prior to this time, schools in outlying 
locations were used. John Gamble was 
the first Superintendant. | 

_Several businesses probably started in 
wooden buildings during the middle 
fifties but records fail to give definite 
information. The old “Streck” building 
on the corner of Toledo and Rice streets 
(now the Redman Sohio station location) 
dates back to somewhere about this 
time. The building was moved and now 
stands in the rear of the Masonic Tem- 
ple near the alley. It is shown in an old 
photo as a grocery and bakery, later be- 


coming a restaurant and saloon. By the 
end of the fifties and the start of the 
sixties brick structures were making 
their debut. Many of our brick buildings 
standing today date back to the sixties. 

The reader should appreciate the en: 
ormous change that occured here during 
the period from 1830 to 1860. From a 
dense wilderness to a settlement with 
hotels and other places of business, 
from swamp to many cultivated farms, 
from log cabins to substantial frame and 
some brick homes, from trails to roads 
and turnpikes, from oxen and covered 
wagons to railroads. Probably never will 
the area make such great strides in so 
short length of time. A true village was 
being born, an accomplishment consid- 
ering its location in the center of the 
treacherous Black Swamp. 

Dr. Jchn Luckey visited relatives in 
Elmore in 1860 while enroute from Lis- 
bon to Toledo. He was pursuaded to stay 
and practice medicine here, as Elmore 


Rice street in about 1875 looking west. Resembling a western town each business 
place had a canopy in front. Note scales in left lower corner. Luckey’s drug store is 
now the Bank of Elmore location. Balconies were popular in that day and many of the 
stores sported one. No traffic problem back in 1875 on Rice street. 


had only one doctor then, oddly enough 
by the name of Dr. Payne. Therefore, in 
1861 Dr. Luckey arrived by rail with his 
new bride of a few months to settle. 
Mrs. Catherine Luckey was dismayed at 
the first sight of the town with its “sea” 
of mud and filth, common at that time 
of Elmore. The couple reached their new 


ij home by throwing pieces of wood ahead 


to step on. Dr. Luckey soon, established 
a drug business where is now the Bank 
of Elmore. This structure was wooden 
frame and stoog for many years. 


Elmore was incorporated in 1864 with 
fourty-three citizens signing the petition. 
Mr. W. W. Atkins was elected the first 
mayor. The town was officially named 
Elmore at this time, as mentioned prev- 
iously had been, known by that name for 
several years. The city hall and jail was 
a small brick structure erected where 
the waterworks building now stands. 

Henry Gates bought the grist mill at 
the foot of the Toledo Street hill near 
the southwest corner of the bridge. The 
previous owner was D. M. Day, Fee for 
milling was met when the miller retain. 
ed a fraction of the farmer’s grain. Al. 
though the mill was located near the 
river, it was never operated by water 
power, but rather by steam. 

The town’s first fire equipment was a 
hand pumper purchased from Fremont. 
It was mounted on four wheels and re- 
quired several men to operate. Motiva- 
tion was furnished by a team of horses. 
The hose was leather held together by 
copper rivets. Fire in the dry frame 
buildings of that time was constant dan- 
ger and usually the A. W. Luckey fire 
company was only able to save the sur- 
rounding buildings near the site of a 
fire. The fire alarm was made of an iron 
bar bent into the shape of a triangle, 
which when pounded by another iron 
rod made quite a racket, and served the 
purpose for some time. 

The firm of Beach & Wilson built a 
business block in 1867 (later known as 
the Anderson building and torn down to 
accomodate the present Hi Speed sta- 
tion). They operated a dry goods and 
grocery line. Moses Wilson of that part- 
nership later became editor of the El- 
more Weekly Courier. In addition to the 


business builijing these parties erected 
the now brick Anderson and Dolph 
homes. R. T. Chapin is credited with es- 
tablishing an insurance building here in 
1861, I. N. Penfield a drug store in 1869. 
In 18€7 Charles Hineline built the “Am- 
erican House,” the second hotel in EI- 
more ,and was located where now the 
Neeb Garage stands. 


The first metal bridge was built across 
the Portage in the year 1867 by James 
W. Long for the sum:of $12,118.61. The 
south span of this bridge is still in use 
four miles downstream known as “Long’s 
Bridge.” This metal structure replaced 
the wooden bridge at Elmore, which was 
torn down, having become unsafe. 


Elmore’s first newspaper, the ‘“‘Weekly 
Courier,” was published in 1868 or ’69 
by William H. Green and his brother, 
Darius B. William later became a teach. 
er, superintendant and Methodist preach- 
er. The paper was printed upstairs in 
Lay’s block on an old time Washington 
hand press. The paper was soon pur- 
chased by Moses Wilson, who was a man 
of pleasing personality, bright and pro- 
gressive. An amusing story is related 
thus. In time Wilson met with financial 


‘reverses and had mortgaged his presses. 


When the mortgage was due a number of 
wagons were dispatched to pick up the 
machinery, but the forecloser was as- 
tonished to discover the machinery gone 
from sight. All that remained was a part 
of the old Washington hand press. When 
press time arrived that week the paner 
appeared in the post office on: schedule 
to the amazement of all. Later the truth 
became known that the press and type 
were hidden in a secret section of the 
building and all printing was accom- 
plished late at night. After a few issues 
were printed in this manner the fore- 
closing was completed and the paper 
purchased for a “trifle’ by Darius 
Greene, and assisted by Miss Julia Crow- 
foot, whom he afterward married. . 

The new cemetery was surveyed in 
1870 by Dr. John B. Luckey, Alexander 
Guss and John Greghorn. There were 
m2rv complaints about the site selected, 
but the foresight of those men has since 
been proven. The first burial was a cou- 
ple years later. 


Elmore Tribune 


SUCCESSOR TO ELMORE WEEKLY COURIER & ELMORE INDEPENDENT 


YOUR COMMUNITY WE ARE PROUD OF ELMORE—WE 
PAPER AND PRINTER WANT ELMORE TO BE PROUD OF US 


Sabroske & Myers Walter J. Avers 
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Ambulance Service 


Corner of Rte. 105 and 120, Elmore, O. — 
120 E. Rice St. Elmore, O. 


Direct to Consumer Service 
Fred W. Sabroske Richard F. Myers 


Eimore’s second school built in 1871, a real step ahead from the former frame 
building. Now vanished from town, site is occupied by modern homes. Used until 1925 
when new school was built. 


E.more ied the county in advancement 
cf educational facilities when in 1871 a 
1arge two story brick school was built at 
Mapie and Fremont streets. The struct- 
lie was erected at a cost of $18,000 and 
operated on a monthly budget of $225. 
A north wiag was added later. The at- 
tendance report for that year numbered 
74 students. This schaol continued in 
service for 55 years. 

A partial list of business places in 
1871 and ’72 obtained from newspaper 
ags and a brief description in an old 
atlas are as follows: Wiiliam Newbe- 
meyer acd Gustavis Jaeger—Hardwares; 
Two drug stores—Whitney & Penfield 
and Luckey & Caldwell; a grist mill— 
Gates; a grain elevator owned by Magee 
and Smith; Two wooden bowl factories; 
one pump factory; Jas. Adams, photo- 
grapher; two hotels—Elmore House, D 
M. Day, and American House, Charles 
Fineline; Four drygoods stores—Jaeger 
& Smiths, C. H. Damschroeder & Co., J. 


H. Magee, and Wm. A. Rice & Bros. 
Several grocery stores of which are 
known, Beach & Wilson, M. D. Thier- 
wechter, Eli Eoff (also postmaster), Sa- 
henfields & Borden, W. W. Warner; Two 


shoe stores, Charles Quincke and P. T. 
Krotzer; Four blacksmiths; two wagon 
shops, one of which was William Moore 
at Rice and Congress streets. One gun 
smith, two stave factories, a jewelry 
store, E. M. Kimball; two tailors, G. 
Gossman & Co. and M. J. Morfier, a 
brick and tile works, H. Moser and Co. 
Several of these names weer obtained 
from ads in a copy of the Elmore Weekly 
Courier, dated June 29, 1871. In this 
same paper is a schedule for the Elmore- 
Port Clinton HACK LINE: ‘Makes the 
round trip daily between these places by 
way of Oak Harbor, connecting with 
passenger trains on the Lake Shore 
Railroad at Elmore. Leaves Elmore 
every morning at half past six o’clock, 
passing Oak Harbor at nine, and _ ar- 
rives at Port Clinton at half past 
Eleven. Leaves Port Clinton every after- 
noon at One o’clock, passing Oak Harbor 
at four and arrives at Elmore at half 
past five. Travelers coming from the 
west, and desiring to go to Oak Harbor 
or Port Clinton the same day, by tele- 
graphing to me at 6-1/2 o’clock AM. 
will be waited for until arrival of train. 
C. A. Myers, Prop.” Imagine the speed 
of this service. 
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Rice street viewing northeast. The auto comes to town, date probably about 1920. 
Parking on left side of the street apparently was allowed. Canvas awnings have replac- 
ed the old tin covered canopies. 


The old railroad bridge, replaced with the present structure in 1900. Cord wood 
in the foreground is unexplained. 
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In the winter of 1881-82 a fire destroy- 
ed four business places on the east sige 
of Rice street, namely: Anderson’s Har. 
ness shop—now 5 & 10, Karns Meat 
Market, Now Tank’s, Eli Eoff Post Office 
now George Weis shoe store, and Chris 
Dethlefson, now Truman’s Drugs. These 
were rebuilt with the present brick in 
1882. 

The winter of 1882-83 produced a 
heavy ice and snow so that when the 
thaw commenced in Feb. the river be- 
came unusually high. The metal bridge 
at the foot of Toledo street was swept 
from the abutments and one section 
carried down stream several rods. The 
wooden bridge four miles down stream 
also became a victim of the flood. The 
south span of the town bridge was trans- 


_ ported on wagons and became the pre- 


sent bridge four miles down stream. 
This structure was erected a few hund- 
red yards further down stream from the 
site of the former wooden bridge. An. 
other metal bridge was built in 1883 at 
Elmore by the Smith Bridge Company for 
$5000.36. This bridge saw service until 
the present concrete bridge was con- 
structed. 


The present city hall, fire station and 
jaii on Rice street was built in 1883, 
_ having then a tower to house the fire 
bell. The tower was removed years later 
and the current field siren was mounted 
on the water tower back of the water- 
works. Neil Shaenfield, the oldest resi- 
dent in Elmore now, voted in this city 
hall for Grover Cleveland in 1884. 

The Gates mill mentioned earlier in 
this account burned in 1883. A young 
man by the name of Burton, Becker and 
later quite prominent in the auto in- 
dustry, clerked at the Bank of Elmore in 
1885. Soon after he joined in partner- 
ship with his father, Harmon V. Becker, 
in the manufacture of staves and heads 
for kegs on the site of the Gates mill. 
A newspaper account credits the elder 
Becker with assisting many men employ: 
_ ed at the stave mill in the financial 
_ panic of ’73 by arranging with Dam- 
schroeder’s store to pay the laborers in 
provisions and dry goods, thus “saving 
the day” for many. 

About 1885 an attempt was made to 


rid the mud on Rice street by placing 
gravel on the surface but in a short time 
it disappeared. In 1887 a Catholic church 
on the corner of Rice and Congress 
Streets burned. Other notes of events in 
the 80’s are briefly: Robinson Bros. con- 
ducted a bakery in 1884, H. W. Niehan 
Started a law office, 1887; Louis Jermy 
started a shoe store in 1889. The pop: 
ulation was estimated to be 1,200 at the 
close of the eighties. 


Abcut 1890 the Beckers began man- 
ufacturing bicycles under the name 
“Elmore Manufacturing Co.” This plant 
was located near what is now the A:m- 
roth Block Plant. The “Elmore bikes” 
became quite popular and more help was 
hired. After two years of operation the 
company was ready to expand and ap- 
pealed to the town for aid. The village 
fathers could not see the “light” and re- 
fused assistance. About this time the 
company received cooperation in Clyde, 
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Second model of “Elmore Bicycles.” 
Loren Hall is the young rider. 


Probably the oldest picture of an Elmore scene, date estimated 1869-70. Location 
Rice street at Toledo street, looking east. Standard Oil station now stands at site of 
building at right. Note flag pole in center of street. E!more’s first fire equipment and 


fire laddies at left. Band on right. 


Known one time as the Col. Hunt estate, house still stands today at Harris 
and Maple streets. Now called the Guthrie building. Built by Ezekiel Rice in approx- 
imately 1850. Probably Elmore’s oldest building today. Photo date guessed at 1895. 
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The old street car station across the river from town. Once a popular spot, has 
given way to a gas station. Date of photo estimated at 1910. Tracks are now a memory. 
Line connected Lakeside, Port Clinton and Toledo, later known as the Ohio Public 
Service. 


Ohio and moved there without a halt in 
production. The firm never changed its 
name. The Elmore Manufacturing Co. 
became quite a large affair in Clyde and 
in 1899 experimented with the building 
of autos. By 1900 the plant was as- 
sembling an auto which they named the 
Elmore. The first few were not too 
successful and were bought back by the 
company. During 1901 and ’02 the de- 
fects were ironed out and a successful 
auto was placed on the market. The auto 
became quite popular. Bert Becker in- 
troduced the taxi to Washington, D. C. 
and at one time every cab in that city 
was an “Elmore.” In 1910 the Elmore 
Manufacturing sold to General Motors. 
Unfortunately the later part of this ac- 
count does not fall under Elmore His- 
tory. Had the proper people possessed 
the foresight to see the coming events, 
Elmore would have had the Elmore Bi- 
cycle and Auto works, which without 
doubt would have boosted the town’s 
progress greatly. 

| Bids were accepted for the paving of 
_ Rice street in the business section only. 
T. and P. McNerney were the lowest bid- 
ders and received the contract in 1891. 
The base for the street was stone broken 


by sledge hammers. Some of this stone 
was blasted from the river bed and car- 
ried up in, horse drawn wagons. Brick 
was then laid on this stone foundation. 
There are may tales as to how the citi- 
zens heckled the council into making this 
improvement. One citizen took the can- 
opy of an old boat and placed it in one 
of the many mud holes, which took on 
the appearance of a boat in the last 
stages of “sinking away.” A sign on this 
affair read “This way to Moss Back 
Park.” Another method of embarrasing 
the council was the circulation of several 
trick photographs showing the head of a 
horse barely protruding from one of the 
mud holes, which might have led an 
unsuspecting stranger to believe his 
horse would drop from sight on the main 
street. of town. Thus the council was 
forced to expedite the paving project. 
The council wrote in its minutes of 
May 2, 1893 the conditions for the es- 
tablishment of a street car line which 
was planning to pass through the vil- 
lage. Route No, 1 of the Street Passenger 
Railroad was to enter Elmore on East 
Rice street, proceeding thence up Clin- 
ton street. This line was never built and 
so Elmore missed its chance to have 


The morning after the great fire of 1894. The temperature was below zero when. 
firemen battled this blaze. Fire equipment was dispatched from Toledo via railroad 
cars. 


street car service within the corporation 
boundaries. It might be said that the 
council was very cautious and strict in 
its regulations imposed on the operat- 
ions of the electric line. Among the rules 
the line would have been required to 
follow are: “Motormen were required 
to take all precautions to prevent col- 
lisions with carriages, horses or people, 
and if necessary come to a stop.” Eight 
miles per hour was the speed limit in 
the town and was not to be exceeded at 
any time. Had this railroad operated it 
would have connected Port Clinton with 
Napoleon via Elmore. 

The “Big Fire of 1894” occured on a 
very cold winter night. It was believed 
to have been started by a butcher, whose 
meat market stood where the Eoff bar. 
ber shop now is. Fire equipment from 
Toledo was sent to the scene aboard flat 
cars in a hurriedly recruited train on 
the L.S.&M.S. railroad. The temperature 
well below zero froze the water in the 
lines so that pressure was reduced 
greatly, often a mere spurt. Everyone 


was sure the whole town would go up in . 


smoke and flame. The heat from the 


burning buildings scorched structures 
on the east side of the street, breaking 
many windows. When the fire was finally 
extinguished, buildings from Doepker’s 
restaurant (now) to Jaeger’s Hardware 
were destroyed. Long icicles hung from 
the sides of the buildings, making quite 
an eerie sight to the viewers the next 
morning. The Jermey Opera House block 
was a result of the rebuilding after this 
fire. 

About 1897 many of the flagstone 
sidewalks were received and installed 
around the town. Up to this time side- 
walks were built of plank and rattled 
and banged when the bicycles were op- 
erated over them. Elmore was making 
a desperate struggle to free itself of the 
mud. Toledo street was paved about the 
close of the 90’s and then Fremont 
street. 

The start of the twentieth century 
brought many great things for Elmore. 
The first local phones were installed 
about late 1900 or early 1901 after the 
Ottawa County Telephone Company was 
incorporated. Prior to this Elmore en- 
joyed only the long distance service of 
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on Clinton street. Many a horse 


ease 


received 
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its shoes here. Building has been dismantled and the site now occupied by the Elmore 


Builder Supply. 


the Western Union. The first telephones 
were indeed a miracle to the residents, 
who could hardly believe it possible to 
talk through a wire to friends many 
miles away. 

The year 1900 brought grief, too. About 
1:30 a.m., July 3, 1900 the town was 
awakened by the fire bell. The elevator 
near the L.S.&M.S. railroad was ablaze 
and soon burned beyond control. A 
heavy breeze carried sparks and debris 
across many of the residences, and ef- 
forts were spent mainly in extinguishing 
roof fires on the buildings. Everything 
seemed to be under control in the res- 
idential area when the 150 foot high 
steeple of the Trinity Methodist Church 
caught fire near the top. The firemen 
were helpless as no ladders were avail- 
able to reach the new blaze. The sight of 
the burning steeple was described as 
a spectacle to behold, visable for many 
miles. Soon the tower fell with a crash 


across Toledo street, and damage to the 
church was heavy. The elevator was a 
complete loss, also. When the church 
was rebuilt the steeple was built much 
lower than the original. 


The Elmore Independent of Nov. 23, 
1900 displays a headline as such: “‘Otta- 
wa County Treasury Bankrupt, witnout 
funds.” It seems that the treasury had 
been failing but the news of the lack of 
funds was withheld until after election. 
Investigation disclosed unwise expendi- 
tures, which in the following years was 
remedied. Local citizens were very bit- 
ter in regards to the manner in which 
the officials handled their money at Port 
Clinton. 

The Elmore Furnace Company was 
started in 1905 by Messrs. Andrew Feil- 
bach, Ross Crozier, Robert Crozier, H. 
W. Nieman, Louis Freese and others. In 
1906 the company began building a con. 
crete block machine. In 1908 the firm 
became known as the Mutiplex and has 
developed into a leader in concrete 
block machine manufacture. 

The electric line - began operating in 
about 1902 and had a depot located 
across the river near the Dr. Willet res- 
idence. This type of transporation to 
Toledo proved quite popular for many 
years. When the auto and bus came into 
use the street car faded until finally 
abandoned in June, 1939. 


When Elmore had a hotel to be proud of, built by D. M. Day in about 1853. This 


photo dates back to about 1891. Kerosene street lamp is on corner. Carriage at right 
carried passengers from depot to hotel as well as other towns. Salesmen were the most 
popular users of the hotel. Remaining section of this building is due for destruction 


this fall. 


Electricity did not come to Elmore 
until most neighboring towns had sev- 
eral years use of the modern commodity 
It was greatly welcomed when the town 
fathers contracted with the Toledo, Port 
Clinton and Lakeside Ry. Co. in 1911 for 
the service. 


The water system and works was an- 
other great dispute and was argued pro 
and con for quite some time. One side 
wanted a waterworks installed, while the 
other sought the cheaper method, which 
was the placing of fire cisterns around 
town. Fortunately the water works won 
the approval and was installed in about 


1910. 


In thie water works building ina frame 
is the first bill for the electricity to the 
village of Elmore. The amount is $68.70 
due to the Toledo, Port Clinton & Lake. 
side Ry. Co. for the month of December 
1911. The entire town consumed $68.70 
worth of electricity in one month, as 


compared to $2,000 to $2,500 today for 
the same period of time. 


The next events were automatic and 
are somewhat known to the people today. 
With the auto came more and better 
paveq roads throughout the years. Gas- 
cline stations popped up overnight on 
corners of intersections. From the 1920s 
on there was quite a transformation, 
probably realized more so, now that it is 
in the past and completed. The horse and 
buggy became rarer and with them the 
trades incidental to that type of trans- 


portation. 


In 1926 the present concrete bridge 
was built, replacing the steel structure 
placed there in 1883. The new bridge 
was and still is a beautiful improvement 
to the area. Another great improvement 
was made in 1926 when Elmore again 
led the county by building the present 
school building. The first classes attend- 
ed that fall. A north wing was added 
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and completed for the following year. 
The cld brick school on Maple street 
was abandoned and auctioned off for 
salvage. Today the site is covered with 
about four modern homes. 


There are many incidents, both in- 
teresting and amusing, that are not as- 
sociated with any particular date or 
the exact years are ‘not known. As it is 
impossible to list them all, a few will be 
recalled for the benefit of the reader. It 
should be stated that most of these ac- 
counts are handed down by individuals 
and no not appear in records, therefore 
may be taken for their worth to the 
reader. 


Elmore’s first bowling alley was a 
frame building located near the Alm. 
roth Block plant now, a few feet from 
the railroad hill. Piety Hill was the name 
given to an area around Clinton, Con. 
gress and Rice streets on the west side 
of town. The residents of this area were 
quite proud of their neighborhood and 
were quick to protect it from downcast. 
In 1889 the following letter appeared 
in part in the Elmore Independent: “Mr. 
Editor, I would like to call to your at- 
tention to a notice, which I would like 
you to make public through the paper. 


There is an unfinished house on ‘Piety 
Hill’ which it is rumored is used as a 
gambling den from Saturday night at a 
late hour until Monday morning an early 
hour. It is a disgrace to the Hill, besides 
a sin—. If the guilty parties were taken 
before his honor, Mayor Baughman, we 
are of opinion he would make it a con- 
siderable source of revenue to the treas- 
ury.” The letter was unsigned. 


Elmore once had a tombstone factory, 
located near the rear of the now Neeb 
Garage. Many of its stones can be ob. 
served in the cemeteries in and around 
Elmore. A house once stood opposite 
the new cemetery entrance and was re- 
ported to have been hauntd by the ghost 
of a pack peddler rumored to have been 
murdered in the house. It was shunned 
by renters for some time before a Fre: 
mont family moved in and defied the 
ghost to appear. The family stayed on 
unmolested. The old water pump still 
stands on the spot in the corner of the 


Karl Hanneman, farm. 


One of the early and probably the first 
ball park was located across the river on 
the bottom land where Winklers now 
live, then owned by Reuben Rice. Spec: 
tators would walk across the railroad 
bridge and up the river to watch the 
games. 


Fish in the Portage nearly became ex- 
tinct after the arrival of the “Oil Boom.” 
For some time the oil blackened the 
river water, killing off the fish. Oil wells 
were common in the nearby area during 
this period, and a few farms possess 
wells today that pump a small amount 
of oil each month. 


Entertainment for the youngsters in 
days gone consisted of swimming, base- 
ball, marbles, hoop rolling, kite flying 
and skating. When the wooden bowl 
factory operated near the now Laurie 
Dolph gas station, children would get 
defective “throw-out” bowls and use 
them to slide on hills in the winter. When 
a young man desired to take his best 


girl for a ride before the auto he would 
go to one of the liveries in town and 
rent a rig for a Sunday afternoon. Un- 
less the person made an, early call to 
the livery he was apt to be caught short 
as every available rig would be rented 
on Sunday. In the winter bobsleds were 
hitched behind ol “Dobin”. These rides 
were not confined to the home town 
but would in many cases cover an area 
as far as Oak Harbor. Runaway horses 
were a constant source of excitement, 
with repeated accounts of heroic cap- 
turs of the frightened animals. Many a 
farmer, after such an experience on a 
trip to town, would be forced to walk 
home where his horse would be waiting, 
sometimes with a badly battered wagon 
or buggy. 


Fourth of July usually meant a “whop- 
per” of a time with band concrts, foot 
races, greased pole climbing and hot air 
balloon ascensions. In the absence of 
movies in the early days dramatic clubs 
were sensational and heavily attended 
when plays were enacted. The upstairs 
of the William Moore Wagon Shop, loc- 
ated on west Rice and Congress streets, 
served for some time as the only space 
availabl to present plays. Local clubs 
would travel to other towns to put on 
plays and residents of Elmore would 
often travel to other towns to witness 
the plays presented there. At one such 
performance in Oak Harbor during a very 
dramatic scene, in which a death-like 
silence prevailed, one ‘Elmore “wag” 
snickered, which was followed by an 
outburst of laughter, completely dis- 
rupting the play. It was some time be- 
fore the wrath of the Oak Harborites 
was calmed. 


The first news of the assasination of 
Lincoln was received in town from the 
crew of a local freight train at 7 a.m. 
«the next day. The speedy news service of 
radio was in a day yet to come. Once a 
couple of Oak Harbor men came up the 
river in a flat boat during high water 
and impassable muddy roads and bought 
a supply of provisions from Shaenfield 
and Borden Grocery. This was probably 
the only load of freight ever shipped 
from Elmore by water. 


Dan Warner in a shop on the Moel- 
man gas station corner made the first 
steam traction engine seen in this sec- 
tion of the state. An upright boiler and 
two oscillating cylinders made it a 
rather crude looking affair as it traveled 
on the road at a slow pace, steered by 
a yoke of oxen. Billy Stine made the 
first dozen street lights in town in which 
kerosene was used. Later Elmore switch- 
ed to gas lights until finally the electric 
lighting systm arrived. 

Everyone planned to be “up town” on 
Saturday night and often there would 
be a medicine man on the corner with a 
vehicle loaded with patent medicines. 
He would perform magic and other 
tricks for the crowd, after which he 
would sell his line of “sure fire’ rem- 
edy medicines. 


At one time there were nearly as many 
saloons in town as there were all other 
types of businesses put together. Regard- 
less of the advertised business it was 
customary to have a supply of whiskey 
in the back room A group of Elmore 
ladies once decided it was time to 
“clean” the town of the saloons. They 
entered one saloon and informed the 
owner of their intentions, whereon he 
replied, “If you ladies will remove your 
shoes and prove to me you have no ho'es 
in your stockings I will close my 
saloon, otherwise I will say you should 
(be home darning.” It was said that 
these ladies discontinued their drive 
and the saloon keeper remained in bus- 
iness for many years. 


Reuben Rice, Jr. was the first mail 
carrier, and carried the mail by horse 
and wagon to Oak Harbor and other 
points. Entering a new field of trans- 
portation in later years, Merrit Doty 
in about 1929 was the first pilot in El- 
more to operate commercially. He grad- 
uated from Parks Air College in Ilin- 
ois and returned to Elmore where he 
carried many local people for their first 
ride in the air. Passenger service by 
rail has become extinct in the town, to- 
day, but in the 1900’s Elmore had a half 
dozen or more passenger runs through 
on the New York Central. Some of these 
“Flyers” did not stop at the town but 
picked up and dropped the mail on the 


me ye 


hare listed. 
}three incorporated villages in Ottawa 
lcounty. Population was as follows: 


run. A pick-up device stood near Rice 


street where the mail sack was hung. 
| The postal clerk on the train extended 


a catching device as the train, neared 


‘town and scooped the mail into the car, 


doing possibly 60 miles per hour. Upon 


‘the arrival of the auto and buses the 


rail traffic gradually died away 
Elmore can claim the honor of an ex- 


Fpresident of the United States attending 
ithe funeral of a local citizen. Mr. A. W. 
}Luckey, a large land owner, died in 
1881 and ex-president Rutherford B. 
| Hayes, 
!served as one of the pall bearers at the 


a close friend from Fremont, 


uneral., 
For comparison the following figures 
In 1870 there were on'y 


Elmore Port Clinton Genoa 
1131 543 558 
1244 1600 939 


1870 
1880 


1966 for Oak Harbor, incorporated in, 1873 


The population of Elmore is about the 


lsame today as in 1880. 


The following men served as mayor in 


the given order, except between W. W. 


Atkins and George Uncapher, a period 
in which the mayor in unknown. 
1864 to 1951 
W. W. Atkins 
George Uncapher 
Godfrey Jaeger 
John B. Hineline 
Philip Smith 
Robert T. Chafin 
Dr. Louis Gahn 
L. A. Baughman 
Robert T. Chafin. 
Edward Decker 
Lee Whitmore 
Edward Decker 
Dr. Louis Gahn 
Dr. Louis Gahn 
J. D. Steinkamp 
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Robert Cronies 
J. D. Steinkamp 

R. L. Willet, 2 Terms 
Edward Carsten 


Karl Witte 
Resigned and Replaced by C. J. Kuhlman 


C. J. Kuhlman 
EF. J. Tank, 2 Terms 
G. W. Watson 
Dr. C. W. Witty, 6 terms 
Charles Arnold, 2 Terms 
Charles Vining 
Charles Arnold, Present Mayor 


% % % 


In leaving the history of Elm¢ere it is 
hoped the reader was able to imagine 
conditions as they were in the eariy 
days. In presenting cold facts it has been 
difficult to inject into written words 
the feeling and appreciation of the try- 
ing times and varied situations which 
Elmore’s founders endured. Only with a 
vivid imagination could the reader re: 
live the events as they actually occured. 


Today we are apt to overlook the pro- 
gress of the community. Imagine if the 
family was in need of corn meal for 
bread and having to spend two days te 
two weeks by horse or canoe going to 
Fremont to have the corn ground. Yes, 
as we sail to Fremont now over hard- 
surfaced roads in twenty minutes we are 
apt to forget that things were ever any 
different. Imagine also a family moving 


from Fremont to Elmore with a wagon 
and team of oxen spending five days 
enroute. A moving van today would 
spend less than thirty minutes. Think 
of the fact that when, early roads were 
mud and in February and March some- 
times not a single farmer was able to 
get a wagon into town due to the spring 
thaw and rain. The rumbling truck and 
auto traffic through Elmore never ceases 
today. Times have changed. 


To some there is a feeling of sadness 
with the realization that these ev2.1is 
have passed and are nearly forgotten. 
In ‘these pages have been the rise and fall 
of methods of transportation, the desig:s 
and types of buildings, and even in fam 
ilies each making its bid for popularity 
and eventually stepping aside for the 
march of progress. Elmore, like any 
community, is undergoing a constant 
change and the present day accomplish- 
ments will have their “fall’’, so to speak. 
As the horse and ox gave way to the 
auto, the blacksmith to the garage 
mechanic, the street car to the buses, 
our way of life will give way to a more 
progressive one. When this story will 
end ‘only the Almighty Father above 
knows. 


May Elmore’s early pioneers and 
leaders rest more peacefully in their 
molding graves, some unmarked and 
forgotten, knowing that their efforts in 
part at least have been brought to light 
and appreciated. It is thus the events 
are recorded and handed to the coming 
generations for them to understand and 
add their appreciation. 


The End 
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Down The Trail We Go! 


If Joseph Harris could walk from the 
past pages of this history and observe 
the Elmore displayed ;in the coming 
pages it would be a most interesting 
sight to see. Imagine the fear that would 
creep into that pioneer’s heart at the 
sight of an auto streaking along a high- 
way at seventy miles per hour or so, or 
the fright from suddenly seeing a large 
transport plane zoom overhead. If Mr. 
Harris walked into a home of today and 
saw a television set in operation, what 
would he think? ; When the town sud- 
denly burst into a maze of lights from 
electric lights in street lamps and 
homes? Even observing a citizen striking 
a common match to start a fire would 
bewilder him beyond words. 

We of today feel that we have come a 
long way in the progress of man, but as 
sure as these words are written, the day 
will come when some one will open a 
copy of this very book and remark, 
“Took at those old fashioned 1951 pict- 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22 
Canoe race from Oak Harbor to 
Elmore— 5:00 P.M. Centennial Queen 
Crowning— 8:00 P.M. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 23 
Kiddies Parade— 6:30 P.M. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 24 
Hot air balloon ascension and para- 


ures, how could they live like that.” It 
is with this in mind that the pages 
ahead were included in this booklet. 

At least two copies of this booklet will 
be sealed in a box, to be opened in the 
year 2001, fifty years from now. The 
people who will be present then to re- 
view the contents of this manuscript 
will be amazed at the changes, changes 
that we little realize now or expect to 
take place. 

Every citizen can do his bit to help 
preserve the history. May it never again 
be lost on the trail of time, a trail which 
is traveled once in one direction only, 
with no return for a better look. Our 
life and activities may appear insignifi- 
cant now, but some day, some where, 
some one will want to know of them. 
What evidence will we leave? If you 
dear reader, gained any enjoyment or 
lesson from the history review, think 
now of the people of 2051 when Elmore 
will be two hundred years old. 


Our Centennial Program Highlights 


Sponsored by American Legion Post 279 


chute jump—7:15 P.M. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 
Elmore’s last passenger train (char- 
tered) —9:45 A.M. Grand Parade—2:00 


P.M. Beard contest judging—9:00 P.M. 
Strong box sealing - ceremonies—8:30 
Drawing 


P.M. Old timers interview 
of 1951 Ford Auto—12:00 P.M. 
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Elmore’s past is a matter of record 
as interesting as an adventerous novel 
to a true Eimore native. Both Newei: 
Witte and I have relived the history for 
the past several months, but now let us 
1 look at Elmore today, one of America’s 
| typical small towns. 

We are situated in one of the ec: untry’s 
best agricultural areas and are sur. 
rounded by farms that grow various 
crops, including wheat, oats, corn, SOV 
beans, alfaifa, sugar beets and potatoes. 
In recent years pickles, cabbage, ac:d 
tomatoes are grown on increasing acre. 
age and are rapidly becoming major 
|) crops. Cattle and hogs are plentiful and 
make up a large part of the farm income. 
A noticeable change that I have seen, is 
the disappearance of the horse as a 
beast of burden. He has been replaced 
by. the tractor and I doubt if over one 
or two teams of horses could be found 
> within a radius of several miles. Today’s 

| farming is completely mechanized with 
#/ automatic hay balers, wheat and oats 
‘) combines, corn pickers, etc. The farm 
_ house is modern and is as convenient 
and beautiful as a town residence. EL 
| more proper immediately gives the im- 
pression of a well kept, beautiful smal! 
|| town. Even though some our homes date 
back as far as 1850 they have been mod- 
_ernized and improved and are as at- 
tractive as the newer homes. From its 
‘) downtown in any direction one passes 
7 attractive residences with plenty of 
: green grass, flowers and shrubs. Our 
| streets are all paved and are quite fam- 
ous for the over-hanging maple trees, 
especially on Toledo and Rice Streets. A 
» stranger in town is immediately im- 

_ pressed with the neatness and beauty of 
7} Elmore. 


ELMORE TODAY 


Eimore is governed by a mayor and 

Six C:uncilmen who meet evenings twice 
each month in the Town Hall. Under 
the councii’s jurisdiction is the Board oi 
Public Affairs that operates the Munici- 
pal Water and Electric Light Plant. The 
Board of Public Affairs completed in 
June, 1951 a major project of installing 
new six inch water lines that completely 
circle the town. This fall they wiil erect 
a new water storage tank on the exten- 
sion of Lincoln St. near the school. This 
improvement will maintain a constant 
water pressure in all parts of town and 
will help the fire department in fighting 
fires. The village has one policeman on 
duty at night, but at this writing there 
is considerable comment that Elmore 
should have police protection twenty-four 
hours a day. We do have two full-time 
men who maintain our streets and 
parks. They do an excellent job which 
can be seen, by the condition of our 
streets and the beauty of our parks. 
_ Elmore is proud of its volunteer fire 
department consisting of twelve men and 
three pieces of equipment: a 1932 Gen- 
eral pumper, a 1940 GMC 1200-gal. tank 
pumper, and a Chief’s car equipped with 
recusitator and flood lights. 

We praise our school system, not only 
for its high rank in the state, but for its 
fine buildings. The main building, of 
fireproof construction, erected in 1925 
and 1926, houses all twelve grades. At 
the front of the building is an auditor- 
ium built in 1950 and 1951 with a seat- 
ing capacity of 800. The main floor of 
the auditorium can be used for basket- 
ball. Since 1929 Elmore has dominated 
this section of Ohio in this sport and 
won, fifteen Ottawa County tournaments. 
The new floor will certainly increase 
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interest and stimulate cur young men 
to greater accomplishments. Behind the 
main building is a new stadium and bus 
| garage, constructed in 1948. It is almost 
_ unbelievable that the small territory of 
Elmore and Harris Township could af. 
ford as magnificent a stadium as we 
have. Football under lights is played 
here in the fall, and in the summer it 
is used for softball several nights a week. 
Harris-Elmore School has only played 
_ organized football for two years, but last 
year enjoyed a very good season. Mr. 
LaMar R. Hetrick has been Superintend- 
ent of our school since 1943. The School 
Board is composed of C. J. Kuhlman, 
president; Wilson Weis, vice president; 
Harold Buck, clerk-treasurer; Harold 
' Beck, William A. Summers, and Carl 

Wendt. 
| In quantity and valuation, we stand 
alone in the number of our churches. 
Seven congregations flourish within our 
' town, and are as follows: 

' Church of Christ, corner of Harris and 
| Congress Sts. Organized Feb., 1852, New- 
| ton D. Kelly, Pastor. 

| St. John’s Evangelical and Reformed, 
' southwest corner of Rice and Augusta 
| Sts. Organized Feb. 20, 1860. C. Ralph 
' Schmidt, Pastor. 

Trinity Methodist, Toledo St. Dedi- 
cated 1873. Formerly affiliated with the 
United Brethren Church in 1858. Dale 
Limbert, Pastor. 

Trinity Lutheran, Fremont St. Organ- 
ized June 15, 1865. A. C. Thober, Pastor. 

St. Paul’s Methodist, southweest corner 
of Rice and Augusta Sts. Organized 
| 1865. M. B. Knowles, Pastor. 

Grace Lutheran, Maple St. Organized 
1906. Officially adopted constitution Mar. 
7, 1909. A. J. Braun, Pastor. 

Church of God, Congress at Clinton 
St Organized 1923. 

We are proud of our churches and of 
the good influences they have spread 
ove rthe past century. 

Portage Lodge No. 351, Free and Ac-. 
cepted Masons, has a beautiful temple 
| at the corner of Toledo and Clinton Sts. 
The average membership of the lodge is 
210, comprised of men from Elmore, 
Woodville, Graytown, Elliston and Lind- 
sey. 

Elmore is located on a major highway, 
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namely Ohio Route 120, which runs 
through the business district. In addition 
Ohio Route 105 follows the north bank 
of the Portage River from Bowling 
Green to Port Clinton. All the roads 
leading into Elmore, such as S. River 
Rd., Dischinger Road, and Elmore East 
Rd., are surfaced with black-top. Route 
120 is one of the heaviest traveled roads 
in the country and it carries a great ton- 
nage of truck cargo between Detroit, 
Toledo, Cleveland, Chicago and Akron. 
A recent survey showed that an average 
of six hundred vehicles pass a given 
point on this highway every hour. The 
New York Central Railroad has served 
Elmore for many years and until Oct. 
1949 passenger service was available be. 
tween Toledo and Cleveland, but it be- 
came too unprofitable to the company 
and now only freight service is afforded. 
An average of two freight trans pass 
through Elmore daily. We are also 
served by the Kuhlman Truck Line, 
which operates from Elmore to Toled) 
daily, and has connecting facilities with 
all majer truck lines for cross-country 
shipping. A short distance southeast of 
Elmore, the Haar Airport is located 
which gives limited connections with 
other airports. Several local men and 
farmers in the territory own their own 
planes and fly regularly. The airport 
developed in 1946 on the Paul Haar 
farm. The Greyhound Bus Company and 
the Port Clinton Coach Lines furnish 
passenger service to all parts of the 
country. 


Now let us take a look at the business 
and industry flourishing in our town: 
Manufacturing: 


Multiplex Machinery Corp. 
Ottawa Basket Company 

Elmore Mfg. Co., Calvin Magsig 
Portage River Box Company 


Grain Elevator: 
The Farmers Elevator Company 


Banking: 
The Bank of Elmore Company 


Insurance: 


Donald G. Waters Agency 
Walter Linker Agency | 
George W. Brandow Agency 


Groceries: . ‘ 
Tank’s Market, Walter R. Tank 
Weis Grocery, A. J. Weis 
Red & White Grocery, John Hovis 
Kroger Grocery & Baking Co., 


Appliances: 
Johnnie’s Electric, 


Leonard Wendt, Manager 
John Deitmeyer, Robert Long 


* * 


Dry Goods and Notions: 
Kuhlman Service, Harold Kuhlman 


Damschroder’s Store, 
Mrs. Dorothea Damschroder 


C. H. Rader 
% * * 
‘Garages: 
222°°-Neeb’s Garage, Howard Neeb 
“—"" “Damschoder’s Service, . 
Lincoln Damschroder 


* + 


Gasoline Service Station: 
Sun, Oil, Laurie Dolph % 
Standard, Harry Redman 
Cities Service, Harold Kuhlman 
Gulf Oil, William Moelman 
Hickok Oil 


Barber Shops: 


Don Wehner 
A. J. Eoff 


Building Supplies: (ras 


Elmore Lumber & Builders Supply, 
Stanley G. Slates 

Almroth Block Co. 

Weis Bros., Geo. Weis, Frank Weis 

Woodcraft, Lawrence R. Henry Pur 


* * 


Hardware: 


Jaeger Hardware, George Jaeger Dec 
Elmore Hardware, William Kontak 


+ * * 


Wholesale Meat Packing and Frozen 
Food Locker Plant: 
Brandes and Trautman, George HJ Ne 
Brandes and Loren H. Trautma 


Bow 


* * * 
Upholstering: Plu 
Junior Sorg 
* * * 
Beauty Shop: Gree 
The Beauty Bar, Helen St. John 
eorex Fool 


Dry Cleaning & Pressing: 
Elmore Cleaners, Ronald Kruse 


*% * 3 


Restaurants: 


Wel-Com-In Restaurant, 
Alvin Doepker 
Portage Inn, Marvin W. Lohr 


Hartman’s Lunch, Richard Hartma | 
Snac Bar, Chas. E. Longnecker 
Buck’s Restaurant, Lloyd R. Wels 


| 


Elmore’s nearest airport, Haar Airport southeast of town. Planes are privatel A 
owned. Portage Valley Flying Club operates the service at the field. Pilots visiting it, 
| 


Elmore residents land at this field from points far and near. NA 
t 


| 
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| Gasoline & Oil Distributors: 


y, Dolph Oil Co., James R. Dolph 
Herbert Schuster 
C. J. Kuhlman 


Furniture and Funeral Service: 
Sabroske and Myers, Fred W. Sab- 
roske and Richard Myers 


Decorating Service: 
K | Yeagle Decorating, Carlton Yeagle 


Bowling Alley: 
Elmore Recreation 


H| Newspaper and Printing: 
an} Elmore Tribune 
N. A. Doyen 


| Plumbing Supplies: 
| Max Reynolds 

Greenhouse: 

Pickard Greenhouse, Harold Pickard 


Footwear: 
| Shoes & Repairing, Richard Manzek 
| George A. Weis 


Private Schools: 
Rosilynd Hall, Vesta Janes 
Blanche George 


Studios: 
Factman Studios, Roy Fachman 


Welding Shop: 
Ed. Streiffert 


Airport: 
Haar Airport, operated by the Port- 
age Valley Flying Club 


Professional Services: 

Medical Doctors: F. L. Votaw, G. P. 
Willett 

Dentist: Karl Weber 

Optometrist: Charles Doty 

Veterinarian: C. W. Witty 

Attornies: Willard G. Weis, i 
Yeasting. 


Truly, we can say Elmore offers a good 
living to people of evéry age. ~ 
Cordially, 
George W. Brandow 


“ Elmore’s Volunteer Firemen and the equipment. Left to right, Howard Schiing, 
yj Norman, Ling, Adam Schaffer, Chief Harry Witty, Alvin Damschroder, Clarence Dam- 
Fi schroder, Clifford Arndt, Raymond Deno, Elmer Stausmyer, Max Reynolds, John Hov:s, 


Stanley Slates. 


ee pas, 


Community Post No. 279 American Legion was granted a charter by the Depart- 
ment of Ohio on Dec. 10, 1919. An organization meeting was held at the Town Hall 
during January 1920 and the Post continued meeting there until late that year whe 
arrangements were made to rent the rooms above the Opera House. Meetings con 


tinued here until March 1945 when the Veterans of World War I decided to purchase 
the old George Gallant property on Ottawa Street. Through public contributions mone 
was raised and the building purchased and remodeled into a fine meeting hall and 
club rooms. The Veterans of World Wars I and II now hold meetings here twice eac 
month. 


‘Dedicated in May 1948, Memorial Day, presented to the town by Post 279 in 
memory of the dead in World War I and IL. 
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nd) occupied by the Elmore Lumber and Builders Supply. 
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The morning after the great fire of 1894. The temperature was 


ow zero when firemen batiled this blaze. How many remember? ) 
LOBoIS; ivUita—IWiar lin 


arko, Julius—Elmore ; Total Membership—105 
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THREE YOUTHS ATTEND 
LIFE SAVING CLASS — 

‘Misses Margaret Tank, Meribeth Sis 
Tank and Billy Reynolds attended 2 NaN gs 
the Red Cross Swimming class 
which was held at the Marblehead 
Coast Guard station last Wednes- 
lay, Methods of lifesaving and 


Be Pe 
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other valuable swimming instruc- ; 
ions were demonstrated to the . 
arge senior class of swimmers, OVER-ALL DIAGONAL 
Mrs, Fred Barnes took the trio 
rom Ejmore to the class, 263 SQ. IN 
SE Se CRD, Soa 
NEWS BRIEFS VEWABLE AREA 


Recent weekend house guests of 
Ar, and Mrs, George Foster were 
Mr, and Mrs, Edward Little, Frank 
ind Paul of Beverly Hills, Calif, 
Chir daughter, Mr, and Mrs, Dan 
3ennett of Toledo and son, Mr. and 
Mrs, Richard Foster, Susan and 
fohn were also dinner guests on 
sunday. 

ELMORE YOuT+# 
ENTERS MINISTRY 

Harold Avers, 14, son of Mr. 
ind Mrs, Richard Avers, Elliston 
Rd., has enrolled in the Concordia 
College, Milwaukee, Wis> as a 


4 


student for the ministry. The you- LOWEST PRICED SELF-TUNIN ' x 
th, who was graduated froh the SPECIAL TABLE ELETUNNG TV! NEW I MOTOROLA 
eight grade at Benton Township Shrew t ch ASE CABINE] 
School. will take his ministerial : Controls. ae bStermin (Charcoal) 
course along with a regular high matic Power. Chas a Chee : 1 od 
school course andlessenhis college coal; or Meteeae BI a 3209 
legree work by two years. Har- grain finish. Remote canals : 
yld, who will enter the college Sep. extra. Model A21T33. 


‘embber 10 visited the college re- 


eaily with hie parents. Matching swivel base . ie ... $20.00. 
Pee Gun. WENDT RADIO & ELECTRIC H 
ADVERTISERS ELMORE, OHIO : 


“HEY BRING the STAR to YOU 


DILL PICKLES PUREGoLD 
NU MAID OLEO 


BULK 


___* 89¢|/ LicHT Brown suaaR 


is | GRATED Sg Le aa 
| i? Ade BiTe MICEA Thana A A la a 
memory of the d in World War I and II. 
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rnold, Jake—Lindsey 
#imroth, Robert—Elmore 
‘imroth, William—Elmore 
ehring, Ernest—Elmore 

oss, Martin—Elmore 
Miausey, William—Elmore 
mrandow, George—Elmore—P.C. 
uhn, Carl—Woodville—P.C. 
mlay, Harold—Elmore 
amschroder, Norman—Elmore 
Marling, James—Elmore 
meectz, Henry—Elmore 

leStazio, Carmen—Curtice 
meStazio, John—Elmore 
mietemyer, Arthur—Elmore 
lietemyer, John—Elmore 
Mischinger, Kenneth—Elmore 
Miurdel, Clifford—Elmore 
lurdel, Raymond—Elmore 
Holph, James—Elmore 
i|riftmyer, Martin—Elmore 
“loff, Alton—Toledo 
‘joff, Glenn—Elmore 
off, Robert—Elmore 
‘jilert, Henry—Elmore 


Hiesler, Alvin—E]lmore—P.C. 
iesler, Gilbert—Elmore 
Miesler, Jacob—Elmore—P.C. 
‘Joetschius, Ray—Elmore 
Treen, Gorge—Wellington, O. 
aar, Harry—Elmore 

aar, Leonard—Risingsun, O. 
ajenderlich, Henry—Elmore 
Yiolton, Lendell—Elmore 
Wiovis, John—Elmore 

el, Ross—Toledo 

line, Wallace—EImore 
“ontak, Carl—Elmore 
owalski, Ronald—Elmore 
iroetz, Samuel—Genoa 
cumnow, August—Elmore 


Sihlman, Ormand—Elmore 
ishman, Carl—Lindsey—P.C. 
bmke, August—Elmore 
pmke, Edward—Elmore 

ing, Norman—Elmore 
Winker, Walter—Elmore—P.C. 
pertscher, Paul—Oak Harbor 
»hr, Loren—Elmore 

mg, Robert—Eilmore—P.C. 
fagsig, Rolla—Martin 

arko, Julius—Elmore 


iciemark, Clarence—Graytown—P.C. 


uhiman, Howard—Elmore—P.C. 


; Community Post No. 279 American Legion 


Marquardt, Wilson—Elmore 
McCarty, James—Elmore 
Merle, Arthur—Elmore 
Meyer, Robert—Elmore 
Meyer, John—Elmore 
Michelsen, Christ—Elmore 
Michelsen, Willard—Elmore 
Miller, Blair—Elmore 

Miller, Luther—Elmore 

Miltz, Jack—Elmore 

Neeb, Richard—Elmore 
Notestine, Raymonu—Lindsey 
Oextreich, Lester—Toledo 
Cestreich, Gaylord—Elmore 
Ory, Clayton—Elmore—P.c. 
Overmyer, Howard—Elmore 
Petersen, Ray—Eim_re 
Pickard, Albert, Jr.—Elmore 
Rader, Carroll—Elmore 
Reed, Karl—Elmore—P.C. 
Roberts, Donald—Elmore 
Rozise, Otto—Elmore 
wchiing, Robert—Elmore 
Schroeder, Robert—Elmore 
Slates, Henry—Elmore—P.C. 
Slates, Stanley—Elmore 
Snyder, Lloyd—Elmore 

Sorg, Donald—Elmore 
Strackeljohn, John—Gibsonburg 
Stetler, Blair—Elliston 
Stoner, Donald—Elmore 
Suess, Paul—Elmore 

Tornow, Fred—Gibsonburg 
Trautman, Loren—Elmore 
Truman, Edward—Elmore 
Truman, John—Elmore—P.C. 
Vining, Russell—Elmore—P.C. 
Wainwright, Carl—Elmore 
Weis, Clayton—Elmore—P.C. 
Weis, Edgar—Elmore 

Weis, Leon—Elmore 

Weis, Willard—Elmore 

Weis, Woodrow—FElmore 
Whaley, Ward—Toledo 
Wicks, Richard—Elmore 
Willett, Rudolph—Elmore—P.C. 
Witte, Newell—Elmore 

Witty, BerylI—Elmore—Commander 
Witty, Gordon—Elmore—P.C. 


Worthington, Everett—Elmore—P.C. 


Zettner, Frank—Toledo 
* P.C.—Past Commander 


Total Membership—105 


wt BF ces 


Couzcilmen Arthur Flick, Herbert Schuster, Lincoln Damschroder, Manard Yeaj 
ting, Solicitor, Charles Arnold, Mayor, Walter Ory, Treasurer, Frank Ory, Cler} 
George Summers and Ray Overmeyer, councilmen. Nelson Johnson absent. 


William Giesler, Marshal, Edward Norwalk, Assistant, Norman Damschroder, supt 
intendent of Waterworks, Harry Witty, serviceman, and Elmer Stausmyer, assistant. 
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OMORROW 


| Life is different in Elmore. 
‘he turnpike connecting Pennsylvania 
md Indiana, one mile south of Elmore 
m County Line Road, has made Elmore 
Ine of the famous stops. We are well 
Inown for our hotels, motels and good 
lating places. Traffic on Highway No. 
20 is no problem as this road is used 
Imost entirely by commuters to Toledo. 
Ve are the ideal residential section for 
‘nose who work in the city and prefer. -- 
> live in the smaller town. 
| Between Elmore and Toledo are many 
jew homes and business places, and due 
) this growth we find it difficult to keep 
r individuality. 
A shopping center is located north of 
more on Route No. 120, with adequate 
Jarking space for automobiles and a 
hnding field for airplanes. Fresh foods 
we flown in from all parts of the 
untry on huge cargo planes, making it 
ossible for us to enjoy fresh fruits, 
agetables and sea foods at all times of 
he year. | 


|The older buildings on Rice St. have 
sen torn. down and are replaced with | 


modern one and two story structures for 
the business carried on in town. 

On the bank of the Portage River is 
a new municipal building, housing the 
office of the Mayor, Council and Main- 
tenance Department. A sewage disposal 
plant is also in operation, and due to 
this type of installation in surrounding 
towns, the Portage River is a very fam- 
ous trout stream. 


. The. Harris-Elmore School has recently 


been remodeled and enlarged to take 
care of the increased number of pupils. 

With the discontinuation of the rail- 
road right of way into Elmore, this prop- 
erty has been converted into a landing 
field. Several times daily U. S. mail and 
freight is flown in. Since there are a 
great number of privately owned planes 
in the vicinity, several large hangers 
have been erected. 

With the new inventions of seed plant- 


‘ing by air for the farm and atomic 


energy development for the home and 
industry, we have increased leisure 
time to spend for recreation and travel. 

cordially 
George W. Brandow 
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Elmore Hardware 
206 Toledo Street 


ELMORE, O. 


GENERAL ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 
MINNEAPOLIS—MOLINE FARM MACHINERY 


WILLIAM KONTAK—PROP. 


Portage Inn 


F000’ 4.) 2 Setioeenoss 


Courteous Service 


137 E. RICE STREET 


Elmore, O. 


MARVIN W. LOHR—PROP. 


JOHN H. MAGEE. 
1833 — Founder — 1916 


The Bank of Elmore Company 


Elmore, Ohio 
INCORPORATED JULY 1, 1907 


| 1951  —s- Officers 1957 
) RALPH UTtcoMAGBE Mature Sglyoom eh . PRESIDENT 
. CHARLES J. KUHLMAN ; . VICE PRESIDENT 


3 EDWARD W. YEASTING . .~ VICE PRESIDENT 
Le LEO E. MOMENEE aL beats . CASHIER 
3 JOHN W.TRUMAN . . .___ ASSISTANT CASHIER 
if MISS IDA E. WEIS . . ASSISTANT CASHIER 
MISS ELLEN E. KERBEL ._ . BOOKKEEPER 


‘ MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


Elmore Lumber & Builder’s Supply 
117 Clinton Street 
a Elmore, O. 


STANLEY SLATES—PROP., 


American Legion Post No.°279 


wishes to thank all those who made this book possible 


GENOA PRINTING Co. 
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